
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD THEIR REGULAR SCHEDULED
MEETING ON TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2020, AT 1:30 P.M., IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MEETING ROOM LOCATED IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN
STREET, SUITE 104, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA.

THERE WERE PRESENT: Mike Carter
Tommy Cundiff
Leland Mitchell
Ronald Mitchell
Ronnie Thompson
Lorie Smith
Tim Tatum

OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Whitlow, Interim County Administrator
Jim Guynn, Legal Counsel
Madeline L. Sefcik, Clerk

********************
Chairman Mitchell, called the meeting to order.
*****************
Invocation was given by Supervisor Ronnie Thompson.
********************
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Tommy Cundiff.

********************

CLOSED MEETING

(RESOLUTION #01-03-2020)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors to enter into a Closed Meeting in
Accordance with 2.2-3711, (A)(1), Personnel, Appointment of Franklin County Administrator, of the Code
of Virginia, as Amended.

MOTION BY: Ronnie Thompson
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson

*Roll Call was taken*

***************
MOTION:  Leland Mitchell RESOLUTION:  #02-03-2020
SECOND: Tim Tatum MEETING DATE: March 17, 2020

WHEREAS, the Franklin County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of
Information Act and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712(d) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Franklin County
Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Franklin County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies
that, to the best of each member



(RESOLUTION #03-03-2020)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to select Mr. Christopher L. Whitlow to be
the next County Administrator of Franklin County and to direct the County Attorney to finalize the
employment agreement as discussed and agreed upon in Closed Session.

MOTION BY: Ronnie Thompson
SECONDED BY: Lorie Smith
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson

*Roll Call was taken*

Supervisor Smith spoke highly of Mr. Whitlow and wanted to take a moment and acknowledge how happy
the Board is to have someone of Mr. Whitlow





To: Franklin County Board of Supervisors

From: Brian J. Carter, Director of Finance

Please be advised that on March 17, 2020, the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County authorizes
by resolution, the following supplemental appropriations and transfers.

Department Purpose Amount

FY 2019-20
Sheriff Drug Restitution 3102- 55412 $1,035
Sheriff Video Visitation 3301- 57011 $585
Sheriff Court Ordered Drug Test Reimbursement3301- 55404 $430
Sheriff Donated Equipment 3102- 57004 $3,000
Sheriff Pawn Shop Restitution 3102- 55411 $5
Sheriff DMV Grant Reimbursements 3102- 51002 $1,000

Planning & Community Dev Westlake Trail Grant 30120033-57013 $633,559

Clerk of Court Part-time Reimbursement 2106- 51003 $3,117

Library Donations/Reimbursements 7301- 55411 $2,035

Social Services Additional IV-E Funds 5307- 55811 $690,000
Social Services Family Partnership Meeting Funds 5306- 53013 $3,000

$1,337,766

Transfers Between Funds, Departments or Capital Accounts
None

Total Transfers $0

Authorization to Revise Budgetary Appropriations

Account

(Decrease), Increase

SMART SCALE TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

In December of 2019, staff presented seven (7) potential SMART Scale Projects to the Board of
Supervisors for possible consideration as pre-application projects. In addition, staff reported they
would continue to work with VDOT staff to determine the best candidates for the funding of
SMART Scale. Staff has discussed with both West Piedmont Planning District Commission
(WPPDC) and Roanoke Valley Alleghany Regional Commission (RVARC) to submit a pre-
application on the County



The following are the five (5) pre-applications to be submitted by the County:



The vehicle in need of replacement is a 2007 Chevrolet Colorado due to dependability issues.
The vehicle has 197,000 miles and the transmission is wearing out.

The replacement vehicle recommended is a Nissan Rogue AWD. The Rogue would be
purchased from the state eVa contract for $21,910. The Public Works Department will not be
increasing its fleet and the funds are budgeted and appropriated for the purchase in Public Works
vehicle account #3036 0071 57005. 

Staff respectfully requests the Board to authorize the purchase of a Nissan Rogue for $21,910
including delivery as noted from the Virginia State contract. Funds have been allocated and are
available in the Public Works Capital Fund #3036 0071 57005.    

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA ANTIQUE FARM DAYS SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT

Franklin County and the surrounding region have a rich history in agriculture and industry. These
traditions are still very active. The SWVA Antique Farm Days has become one of the region



BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to approve the Consent Agenda, with the
note that the Board would like more clarification on the item #4, Franklin County Speedway Application for
Outdoor Occasion Permit. 

MOTION BY: Tommy Cundiff
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson

BRIAN CARTER, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
REF: 1. Monthly Finance Report

Mr. Carter presented the below presentation.













General discussion ensued.

MIKE BURNETTE, DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
REF: 1. Summit View Business Park- Sewer Extension

Mr. Burnette reviewed the extension of public sewer from Shady Lane to Altice Mill that is needed to
better serve the Summit View Business Park. Due to the number of businesses already announced
within Summit View, the small 20,000 gallons per day Wirtz sewer treatment plant will be oversubscribed
upon the opening of Traditional Medicinals. To handle the expected volume required and the need from
future park entrants, sewer capacity must be expanded. The County is working with the Western Virginia
Water Authority to complete the extension of sewer down U.S. Route 220 to tie into the Town of Rocky
Mount wastewater system. Mr. Burnette requested Board approval of the project and the financing of it in
partnership with the WVWA. The expansion will increase the capacity at Summit View to 110,000 gallons
per day. Mr. Mike McEvoy, Director of the Western Virginia Water Authority, answered questions from
the Board and added additional comments.

Mr. Carter asked if this sewer line is something a homeowner can use as the line may pass by their
house. Mr. McEvoy responded by letting the Board know this is not sewer that is easily capable to be
used in homes.  

General questions and discussion ensued.

(RESOLUTION #05-03-2020)

RESOLUTION OF FRANKLIN COUNTY, VIRGINIA

Authorizing the Execution of Project Schedule 5 and a Support Agreement under the County's Master
Financing Agreement with the Western Virginia Water Authority 

WHEREAS, the County is party to a Master Financing Agreement dated as of January 15, 2019 with the
Western Virginia Water Authority (the "Authority") pursuant to which the County has agreed in principle to
provide seventy-five percent (75%) of the debt service for the extension of the Authority's wastewater
force main transmission line along US 220 to provide a connection with the Town of Rocky Mount's
wastewater treatment system, a portion of which line will be the eight-inch (8") sewer force main along US
Route 220 approximately 7,100 linear feet from Shady Lane to Glen Meadow Drive where it discharges
into a sanitary sewer manhole that is gravity fed to the Town of Rocky Mount's wastewater collection
system, and financing costs (the "Project"); and, 

WHEREAS, the County has determined to execute and deliver Project Schedule 5 and accompanying
Supplement Agreement in connection with the Authority's issuing its not to exceed $5,350,000 Sewer



System Revenue Bond, Series 2020 (the "Bond Issue") for sale to the Virginia Resources Authority
("VRA") to finance the Project; and, 

WHEREAS, there have been presented to this meeting a completed Project Schedule 5 and
accompanying Support Agreement (the "Master Financing Documents") for the Board of Supervisors'
consideration; and, 

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the same
and authorize him or his assistant to execute and deliver the Master Financing Documents to the
Authority and to VRA as to the revenue stream necessary to support the Bond Issue. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF FRANKLIN COUNTY,
VIRGINIA that Project Schedule 5 and the accompanying Support Agreement are hereby approved and
the County Administrator and the Assistant County Administrator, either ONE of whom may act, are
authorized and directed to execute and deliver them to the Authority and to VRA, with such completions,
omissions, insertions and changes not inconsistent with this Resolution as may be approved by the
County Administrator or the Assistant County Administrator, whose approval shall be evidenced
conclusively by the execution and delivery thereof. The County Administrator and the Assistant County
Administrator, each of whom is authorized to act, are authorized and directed to make such certifications
and take such further action as may be necessary or convenient to cause the financing and construction
of the Project.

MOTION BY: Lorie Smith
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson

STEVEN SANDY, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
REF: 1. Short Term Rentals

Mr. Sandy, Director of Planning and Community Development Presented the following PowerPoint.









Ms. Smith would like staff to look at specific zones (restricted and R1) and she would like to amend PCD,
RCDs. She would like staff to consider regulations countywide.

Supervisor R. Mitchell asked the County Attorney to look into what we can change or enforce as far as life
safety.

Mr. Guynn suggested we get together a set of Ordinances by May 1, 2020 that address the Short-Term
rentals and create a format the Board will be comfortable with before holding a public hearing to address
this issue. 

Mr. Sandy then suggested April.

*On  the  advice  of  the  County  Attorney  a  consensus  was  made*  giving  direction  to the Board of
Supervisors to authorize staff to move forward with contract negotiations with Host Compliance under
Cooperative Procurement process, draft ordinances in regard to the registry in preparation for a public



hearing in May, look into annual registration and other fees and begin looking into other zoning
amendments.  

DR. MARK CHURCH, FRANKLIN COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT
REF: 1. Franklin County Public Schools Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget Presentation















General discussion ensued and general clarification questions were asked and answered.

CHRISTOPHER L. WHITLOW, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
REF: 1. 2020-2021 Budget Presentation

Mr. Whitlow, County Administrator presented the following budget.





































BILLY FERGUSON, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFEY
REF: 1. COVID-19 Update

Mr. Ferguson gave a briefing on the COVID-19 update.  He informed the Board a Task Force has been 
formed and is addressing issues as they arise.  

OTHER MATTERS BY SUPERVISORS

Mr. Tatum spoke regarding the Fork Mountain fire department and Mr. Ferguson addressed his concerns.

Mr. R. Mitchell spoke and let the board know he still would like to know more about how we are helping 
our volunteers.   

***********************************************
Chairman Mitchell recessed the meeting for dinner.



***********************************************

Chairman Mitchell called the meeting back to order at 6:15 PM

1. APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT







Public hearing was opened

No one spoke.

Public hearing was closed

(RESOLUTION #06-03-2020)

APPLICATION OF GEORGE COURY AND PATRICIA COURY, APPLICANTS AND OWNERS,
REQUESTING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR THE SHORT TERM TOURIST
RENTAL OF A DWELLING ON PROPERTY ZONED AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT (A-1)
CONSISTING OF +/- 1.25 ACRES, LOCATED AT 2729 NAFF ROAD, IN THE BOONE
DISTRICT OF FRANKLIN COUNTY AND IDENTIFIED AS TAX MAP/PARCELS # 0200002800
(CASE # SPEC-1-20-16480).

WHEREAS, George and Patricia Coury did file an application requesting a Special Use Permit to
allow for the short term tourist rental of a dwelling on an approximate 1.25 acre parcel, located in
the Boone District, and 

WHEREAS, the 1.25 acre Coury property is zoned A-1, Agricultural, and short term tourist rentals
of a dwelling are a permitted use by special use permit in A-1 districts, and

WHEREAS, after due legal notice as required by Section 15.2-2204/2205 of the Code of Virginia
of 1950, as amended, the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors did hold public
hearings on February 11, 2020 and March 17, 2020, respectively, at which time, all parties in
interest were given an opportunity to be heard, and

WHEREAS, after full consideration, the Franklin County Planning Commission recommended
APPROVAL of the Special Use Permit with the following three (3) conditions:

1. The use of the property for short term rentals shall always comply with the performance
standards for short term rentals contained in Section 25-138 of the Franklin County Code. The
applicant/property owner shall also complete the Short Term Rental Certificate of Compliance
Form prior to the structure being used for short term rental.

2. In accordance with Health Department regulations and procedures, the owner shall retain the
services of a professional soil scientist to evaluate the design and capacity of the existing septic
system, and shall undertake any improvements necessary to ensure the septic system complies
with department standards for the proposed use and expected demand. All necessary
improvements shall be undertaken prior to the structure being used for short tern rental.



3. The Building Official and the Fire Marshall shall each inspect the short term rental dwelling for
compliance with applicable codes prior to the structure being used for short term rental.  

WHEREAS, after full consideration, the Franklin County Board of Supervisors determined that the
requested Special Use Permit is consistent with the purpose and intent of the County



No one spoke.

Public hearing was closed

(RESOLUTION #08-03-2020)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to approve transfer of the property
subject to the execution of a mutually acceptable performance agreement between the business,
the Town of Rocky Mount and Franklin County.

MOTION BY: Ronald Mitchell
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum

4. PUBLIC HEARING- The Franklin County Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing at
approximately 6:00 P.M., on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, at the Franklin County Government
Center, 1255 Franklin Street, Suite 104, Rocky Mount, Virginia to consider proposed amendment
to (Chapter 20: Article I, Section 20-3 and Article II, Section 20-16). Proposed amendments
will read as follows, upon adoption:

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of Franklin County, Virginia that
Chapter 20, Taxation, Article I, In General, Section 20-3 and Article II, Real Estate Taxes,
Division 1, Generally, Section 20-16, When Due and Payable; Penalty on Delinquencies, of the
Franklin County Code is hereby amended and reenacted as follows:

Sec. 20-3. - Interest on unpaid taxes.
There is hereby adopted a charge of ten (10) percent per annum interest on any unpaid taxes
commencing the first day of the first month following the due date of the unpaid taxes as
advertised for the County of Franklin.

Any taxes due to Franklin County, whether such taxes be real property taxes or personal property
taxes, which become delinquent on or after December 6, shall accrue interest as set out in
section 20-3 of the Franklin County Code beginning January 1 of the year following the due date
of the delinquent taxes.

Sec. 20-16. - When due and payable; penalty on delinquencies.
A l l c o u n t y r e a l e s t a t e t a x e s s h a l l b e d u e a n d p a y a b l e i  n    t  w o   ( 2 )   e q u a l    i  n  s  t  a l  l  m e n t  s  ,   t  h  e   f  i  r  s  t  
i  n  s  t  a l  l  m e n t    b e i  n  g   d u e   a n d   p a y  a b l  e   o n   J u n e   f  i  f  t  h    o f    e a c  h   c a l  e n d a r    y e a r    a n d   t  h  e   s e c  o n d 
i  n  s  t  a l  l  m e n t    b e i  n  g   d u e   a n d   p a y  a b l  e o n D e c e m b e r f i f t h o f e a c  h   c a l  e n d a r    y e a r  t h e y e a r i n 
w h i c h t h e y a r e a s s e s s e d . A n y t a x p a y e r f a i l i n g t o p a y t h e f u l l a m o u n t o f s u c h t a x o n o r b e f o r e 
s u c h d a t e s h a l l b e s u b j e c t t o a p e n a l t y o f t e n d o l l a r s ( $ 1 0 . 0 0 ) o r t e n ( 1 0 ) p e r c e n t o f t h e t a x p a s t 
d u e , w h i c h e v e r s h a l l b e g r e a t e r ; p r o v i d e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e p e n a l t y s h a l l i n n o c a s e e x c e e d 
t h e a m o u n t o f t h e t a x d u e . T h i s p e n a l t y s h a l l b e a d d e d t o t h e a m o u n t o f t h e t a x a s s e s s e d 
a g a i n s t t h e r e a l p r o p e r t y a n d t h e c o u n t y t r e a s u r e r s h a l l m a k e e v e r y e f f o r t t o c o l l e c t t h e p a s t 
d u e   t a x ,   i n t e r e s t   a n d   p e n a l t i e s . 

S u p e r v i s o r T h o m p s o n a s k e d m o r e a b o u t t h e c o s t o f t h e s o f t w a r e n e e d e d t o g e t t h i s p r o c e s s 
g o i n g . S u s a n W r a y , T r e a s u r e r , s p o k e o n t h e c o s t o f t h e r e a l e s t a t e b i l l . T h e y w i l l p u t t w o 
v o u c h e r s i n o n e m a i l i n g . T h e y a n t i c i p a t e s e n d i n g o u t a p o s t - c a r d r e m i n d e r f o r t h i s y e a r t h e 
c h a n g e o c c u r s t o r e m i n d o f p a y m e n t s d u e . S u p e r v i s o r T h o m p s o n a s k e d i f t h e T r e a s u r e r a n d 
C o m m i s s i o n e r o f t h e R e v e n u e 



M s .   S m i t h   w o u l d   l i k e   t o   p u t   a   m o t i o n   o n   t h e   f l o o r   t o   m o v e   t o   t w i c e   p e r   y e a r   b i l l i n g . 

S u p e r v i s o r T a t u m s p o k e t o t h e B o a r d a n d l e t t h e m k n o w h e s p o k e t o m a n y c i t i z e n s a n d a 
m a j o r i t y h a v e b e e n i n f a v o r o f t h i s i t e m . H e i s i n f a v o r b e c a u s e h e k n o w s w o r k i n g p e o p l e m a n y 
t i m e s   g e t   a   t a x   r e f u n d   a r o u n d   A p r i l .     

S u p e r v i s o r T h o m p s o n i s r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d t h a t t h i s B o a r d t h i n k s t h i s i s r e a d y t o m o v e f o r w a r d . 
H e b e l i e v e s t h e C o u n t y i s s t i l l u n a w a r e o f s o m e c o s t s . H e i s a g a i n s t t h i s d e c i s i o n . H e d o e s n o t 
b e l i e v e   t h e   B o a r d   i s   r e a d y   t o   m o v e   f o r w a r d .   

C h a i r m a n M i t c h e l l t h i n k s s o m e d e c i s i o n s n e e d t o b e m a d e a s t o w h a t t h e o n e - t i m e m o n e y w i l l 
b e   u s e d   f o r   a n d   t h a t   w e   n e e d   t o   t e l l   o u r   c i t i z e n s   w h a t   t h o s e   p r i o r i t i e s   a r e . 

S u p e r v i s o r T a t u m r e m i n d e d t h e B o a r d t h i s w i l l g o i n t o e f f e c t i n J a n u a r y 2 0 2 2 , w e h a v e t i m e o n 
o u r   s i d e .   

S u p e r v i s o r S m i t h e x p r e s s e d t h e n e e d t o b e g o o d f i d u c i a r i e s w i t h t h i s o n e - t i m e m o n e y . W e 
s h o u l d n o t d i v i d e a l l t h i s m o n e y o u t ; w e n e e d t o p a y d o w n s o m e d e b t . I f w e a r e n o t p r o a c t i v e 
a n d g e t o n t h i s , w e w i l l h a v e i n c r e a s e s t o t a x e s . M a n y o f h e r c i t i z e n s t h i n k t h i s i s c i t i z e n 
f r i e n d l y .     

( R E S O L U T I O N   # 9 - 0 3 - 2 0 2 0 ) 

B E I T T H E R E F O R E R E S O L V E D b y t h e B o a r d o f S u p e r v i s o r s t o a p p r o v e t h e a m e n d m e n t t o 
C h a p t e r 2 0 ; A r t i c l e 1 , S e c t i o n 2 0 - 3 a n d A r t i c l e I I , S e c t i o n 2 0 - 1 6 w i t h t h e l a n g u a g e a s p r e s e n t e d 
i n   t h e   B o a r d   P a c k e t s .     

MOTION BY: Lorie Smith
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:   R. Mitchell, Smith, Carter, Tatum
NAYES: Thompson, L. Mitchell, Cundiff

*Roll Call vote was taken*

CLOSED MEETING

(RESOLUTION #10-03-2020)
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors to enter into a Closed Meeting in
Accordance with 2.2-3711, (A)(1), Personnel Discussion of appointments to County Boards,
Commissions, etc.; (A) (5) Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of
an existing business or industry , regarding the Town of Rocky Mount, (A)(7) Consultation with legal
counsel, (A) (29) Discussion of the award of a public contract, of the Code of Virginia, as Amended.

MOTION BY: Lorie Smith
SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:
AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum, Thompson

*Roll Call was taken*

***************
MOTION:  Lorie Smith RESOLUTION:  #11-03-2020
SECOND: Tim Tatum MEETING DATE: March 17, 2020

WHEREAS, the Franklin County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of
Information Act and

WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712(d) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Franklin County
Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Franklin County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies
that, to the best of each member




